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So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with
amendments in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, a bill of the
House of the following title:

H.R. 2617. An act to amend the Fair Min-
imum Wage Act of 2007 to postpone a sched-
uled increase in the minimum wage applica-
ble to American Samoa.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 2078. An act to reauthorize the United
States Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom, and for other purposes.

————

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF IRANIAN
TERRORISM ACT

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 449, I call up
the bill (H.R. 3457) to prohibit the lift-
ing of sanctions on Iran until the Gov-
ernment of Iran pays the judgments
against it for acts of terrorism, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 449, the
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute printed in House Report 114-273,
is adopted and the bill, as amended, is
considered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 3457

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Justice for
Victims of Iranian Terrorism Act”.

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON LIFTING OF SANCTIONS
ON IRAN PENDING PAYMENT OF
CERTAIN JUDGMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the President may
not take any of the actions described in sub-
section (b) until the President has certified
to the Congress that the Government of Iran
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has paid each judgment against Iran that is
described in subsection (c).

(b) ACTIONS DESCRIBED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The actions described in
this subsection are the following:

(A) To waive, suspend, reduce, provide re-
lief from, or otherwise limit the application
of sanctions described in paragraph (2) or re-
frain from applying any such sanctions.

(B) To remove a foreign person listed in
Attachment 3 or Attachment 4 to Annex II of
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
from the list of specially designated nation-
als and blocked persons maintained by the
Office of Foreign Asset Control of the De-
partment of the Treasury.

(2) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions
described in this paragraph are—

(A) the sanctions described in sections 4
through 7.9 of Annex II of the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action; and

(B) the sanctions described in any other
agreement related to the nuclear program of
Iran that includes the United States, com-
mits the United States to take action, or
pursuant to which the United States com-
mits or otherwise agrees to take action, re-
gardless of the form it takes, whether a po-
litical commitment or otherwise, and re-
gardless of whether it is legally binding or
not.

(c) JUDGMENTS.—A judgment is a judgment
described in this subsection if it is a final
judgment entered by the courts of the United
States or of the States—

(1) that relates to a claim—

(A) that was brought against Iran or its po-
litical subdivisions, agencies, or instrumen-
talities (regardless of whether the claim was
also brought, or the resulting judgment was
also entered, against another defendant); and

(B) for which the court determined that
Iran (or its political subdivisions, agencies,
or instrumentalities, as the case may be) was
not immune from the jurisdiction of the
courts of the United States or of the States
under section 1605A, or section 1605(a)(7) (as
such section was in effect on January 27,
2008), of title 28, United States Code; and

(2) that was entered during the period be-
ginning on April 24, 1996, and ending on the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(d) JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION
DESCRIBED.—In this section, the term ‘‘Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action’” means the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, agreed
to at Vienna on July 14, 2015, by Iran and by
the People’s Republic of China, France, Ger-
many, the Russian Federation, the United
Kingdom and the United States, with the
High Representative of the European Union
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, and
all implementing materials and agreements
related to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROYCE)
and the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to sub-
mit extraneous materials on this meas-
ure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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I rise in strong support of this bill.
This is the Justice for Victims of Ira-
nian Terrorism Act.

I appreciate the work of the bill’s au-
thor, Mr. MEEHAN of Pennsylvania. He
has worked very hard on this. There
are about 100 cosponsors in this House.

On the Foreign Affairs Committee,
we have made Iran the central focus of
our work. As a matter of fact, we have
had over 30 hearings and briefings so
far on Iran and on the dangerous nu-
clear agreement that was struck with
this state sponsor of terrorism.

Madam Speaker, since coming to
power in the late 1970s—well, 1979—the
Iranian regime has funded terrorist
groups such as Hezbollah and Hamas
and directed their operations.

Now, the way they do that is they
have a special force. It is called the
Quds Force. It is headed up by General
Soleimani. He is in charge of assassina-
tions outside the country, assassina-
tions of U.S. targets, by the way, be-
sides other targets.

Recently you will have heard of Gen-
eral Soleimani because—by the way,
European sanctions are going to be lift-
ed on him under this agreement, but
you will have read or heard that he
traveled—he traveled—to Moscow to
meet with Putin. As a result of those
meetings, you will notice the discus-
sions about weapons coming from Rus-
sia into Syria into the hands of the
Quds Forces.

So we look at what he has done and
what U.S. courts have done as a result.
There have been 80 separate attacks on
U.S. installations and U.S. individuals.
We remember the 1983 bombing of the
U.S. marine barracks in Beirut, the
1996 bombing of the Khobar Towers in
Saudi Arabia. Those two attacks killed
260 American servicemen and left their
widows and left children to be raised by
one parent.

There are judgments that have been
rendered that direct payment from
Iran to these families, to the victims’
families. Unfortunately, under the For-
eign Sovereign Immunities Act, even
though this reward has been given,
even though U.S. victims of state-spon-
sored terrorism got their day in court,
and even though they have brought the
suits in U.S. courts and had the right
to collect these damages, Iran has not
as of yet paid.

U.S. courts have held Iran liable for
the attacks carried out by its terrorist
proxies when those attacks were or-
chestrated and paid for by the Iranian
regime. The judgments that remain
outstanding are $43.5 billion in unpaid
damages for those 80 cases over the last
decade and a half.

In one case, $9 billion was awarded to
the victims of the bombing of the ma-
rine barracks in 1983. Again, the Gov-
ernment of Iran was found responsible
through lawful proceedings in a U.S.
court. That judgment remains unpaid.

Madam Speaker, the Obama adminis-
tration during its negotiations with
Iran did not seek for Iran to com-
pensate the families of those whose
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